cases (e.g., pest management), readers must search through several chapters to themselves synthesize information on specific systems that may have broader application.
Chapters 5 (China) and 7 provide the greatest amount of information that will likely be new to most readers, although at least in the case of China, many agroforestry practices are ancient. In fact, an emergent general theme in the field of agroforestry is that many, if not most, practices are revivals (or variations) of practices used in the past. Interestingly, an unstated secondary theme that emerges from this book is that agroforestry in the temperate zone is now often being used primarily as a strategy for rehabilitating highly degraded ecosystems (e.g., China, Patagonia, Australia). An analysis of why existing information regarding agroforestry is not being more widely applied in the Temperate Zone might also have been a worthy addition.
I was surprised to see so few US participants, although this may in fact reflect a relatively low level of US commitment to agroforestry research. I initially assumed that the book had arisen from a recent biennial N.A. Temperate Agroforestry Workshops, as there are seven 'contributors' listed who are not among the 18 authors, but there is little obvious connection. This book will be most useful as a general reference to information on selected topics in Temperate Zone agroforestry. Its usefulness as a course-level textbook may be limited by its lack of analytical rigor, but it would be useful as an overview for those new to the field.
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